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Welcome to the Higher Education Community of Practice Webinar #4

This event is one of a series of 4 events held in June 2020 as part of the #EmergingEnglish series 

of events and mini-conferences to promote sharing of practitioner ideas and solutions for different

challenges within English Medium Education and ESP/EAP (English for Specific Purposes / English 

for Academic Purposes), primarily in Higher Education within China. 

This webinar series will:

• Facilitate the sharing of knowledge and ideas from EME/ESP/EAP practitioners both nationally

and internationally;

• Provide an opportunity for reflection on what other teachers are doing in other contexts and whether this can be 

integrated into our practice;

• Allow some interaction and feedback between peers on the topic of EME and EAP/ESP, primarily, but not solely, 

focusing on the challenges of the past few months and solutions or tips on how these challenges can be addressed 

from the classroom. 2
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Today’s webinar uses Zoom Webinar. There are functionality differences between this and Zoom meeting.

This webinar is being recorded

Unfortunately, you cannot:

- Turn on your audio

- Turn on your video

But, you can:

- See and hear all presentations

- Submit questions for consideration in the Q and 

A (Add @ + speaker’s name so we know who it 
is for)

- Use the chat function (Please do!)

- Presentations will be approximately 15 minutes.

- After each presentation – questions from the Q and A will be presented to our speakers.

- For questions that have not been published or answered – we will try to answer them after the webinar

series and publish them on social media channels.
- Webinar recordings will be made available after the webinar on social media channels E.g., Weibo & 

Facebook – Links will be shared to each platform through QR code at the end 4



Dr. Guo Fengping is an English teacher at the 

School of Foreign Languages, Southeast 

University, China. She is one of the key 

members of the National English Teaching 

Team, practicing a “Project-Based Teaching” 

method. 

She has been teaching Medical English for 

almost 10 years. As an English teacher, she 

hopes to build a bridge to help students to 

connect their General English with English for 

Specific Purposes. She aims to forge new paths 

for the future of college English teaching. 
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Dr. Zou Bin is a senior teaching fellow at the Department

of English, Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University (XJTLU). 

He received his PhD in TESOL and computer technology

from the University of Bristol, UK. He has taught EAP for 

more than 10 years at the English Language Centre, XJTLU.

He is the Founding Editor and the Co-Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of 

Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching (IJCALLT). His research interests 

include EAP, Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL), ELT and AI. 

He is the Vice Chair of China EAP Association, an executive committee member of the 

China Computer-Assisted Language Learning Association and a committee member of 

China ESP Association and China Educational Technology and Foreign Language 

Teaching Association. He and his team have created an Artificial Intelligence website-

EAP Talk for EFL speaking practice; more than 3,000 students in China have used it for 

free during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Dr. Du Jianying has been teaching EAP to 

Chinese students at under- and post-graduate 

levels since her received the doctoral degree in 

applied linguistics from the University of 

Southampton. 

Her research interests include genre theory and 

critical thinking. Currently, she focuses on inter-

disciplinary collaboration and EAP/ESP teacher 

development
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Approx. 

Time
Topic or title (s) Speaker (s)/Specialisation Organisation

17:00 –

17:05
Welcome & Introduction

Fraser Bewick, British 

Council, China
British Council

17:05 –

17:20
A Case Study of the 

ESAP Course of English 

for Medicine

Dr. Guo Fengping

English Language 

Teaching

Southeast 

University, China

17:20 -

17:30

Q & A for Dr. Guo

Fengping

17:30 -

17:45

Challenges and solutions 

in online EAP teaching 

and EAP teacher training

Dr. Zou Bin 

EAP, ELT, CALL

Xi’an Jiaotong-

Liverpool 

University

17:45 -

18:00
Q & A for Dr. Zou Bin 

18:00 –

18:15

Pushing the boundary: 

A trans-disciplinary EAP 

project in emerging 

engineering education

Dr. Du Jianying

Teaching English for 

Specific/Academic 

Purposes

Huazhong 

University of 

Science and 

Technology

18:15 –

18:25

Q & A for Dr. Du 

Jianying

18:25 –

18:30

Closing Fraser Bewick, British 

Council, China

British Council

8



The Study of ESAP Teaching Practice with the Purpose 

of Academic Communication Skills Improvement

-- A Case Study of the English for Medicine Course

Guo Fengping

fengping_guo@seu.edu.cn



Orientation of ESAP

A Case Study of the English for 

Medicine course

Further Study

Introduction
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Introduction

Hutchinson and Waters （1987）

English
Teaching

General English (GE)

English for Specific
Purpose (ESP)

English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP)

English for Occupational 
Purposes (EOP)

Basturkmen（2010）

English for Specific
Purpose (ESP)

English for General 
Academic Purposes

(EGAP)

English for Specific 
Academic Purposes

(ESAP)
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• A Guide to College English Teaching

English for
Specific Purpose

(ESP)

English for 
Academic 

Purposes (EAP)

English for 
General Academic 
Purposes (EGAP)

English for 
Specific Academic 
Purposes (ESAP)English for 

Occupational 
Purposes (EOP)

Introduction
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Orientation of ESAP

English for Specific Academic Purposes (ESAP)

• Core knowledge-based teaching

• Content-based instruction

• Academic skill-based teaching

• Outcome-based teaching
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• Needs Analysis

A Case Study of English for Medicine Course
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English for Medicine is designed for students who plan to take a course in

the field of medicine entirely or partly in English.

⚫ Teaching content

✓ The principal aim is to teach students to cope with input texts, i.e.

listening and reading in the discipline, and produce output texts in speech

and writing throughout the course.

✓ The syllabus focuses on key vocabulary and phrases in Medical English.

A Case Study of English for Medicine Course
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⚫ Teaching content

✓ It covers key facts and concepts from Medicine.

✓ It also focuses on the skills that will enable students to get the most out

of lectures and written texts.

✓ It presents the skills required to take part in seminars and tutorials and

to produce essay assignments.

A Case Study of English for Medicine Course
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• Teaching Methods

✓ Project-Based Teaching

✓ Flipped Teaching based on Micro-lectures

A Case Study of English for Medicine Course
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A Case Study of English for Medicine Course
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• Teaching plan for Unit 1

A Case Study of the English for Medicine Course
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M
ed

ic
in

e

traditional model

anatomy Structure of body

physiology Health body function

pharmacology
How drugs interact with living 

organism

biochemistry
The structure and function of 

chemical compounds

pathology Disease causes and their cure

pre-clinical + 

clinical studies

1.2 Listening 1. Introduce orally what medicine is. 

2. Describe the core subjects in medicine.
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medical subjects

Anatomy
(structure of human body)

gross anatomy study with naked eyes

microscopic anatomy

histology

cytology

histopathology

1.2 Listening 1. Introduce orally what medicine is. 

2. Describe the core subjects in medicine.
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• Teaching Assessment

final score

formative 
assessment

(30%)

participation, fulfillment (10%) 

two seminars (20%)

summative 
assessment

(70%)

proposal presentation (5%)

term paper (15%)

final written test (50%)

A Case Study of English for Medicine Course

14



Formative Evaluation
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Summative Evaluation
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• Specify teaching design

• Assessment data analysis

• Teaching & learning reflections

Further Study

17
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Now, let’s take some 

questions from the 

Q and A.

You can also use the

chat box to leave your

own ideas and

suggestions!



Challenges and solutions in online EAP 
teaching and EAP teacher training

Dr. Bin Zou



I. Delivering online courses at XJTLU

• XJTLU is an EMI university and 70% of teaching staff are foreigners.

• All teaching staff delivered online courses either in/out of China.

• EAP at the English Language Centre (ELC)  is a compulsory course for 

all students for 2 years

• 1/3 EAP teachers at the ELC could not come back to China 

• BigBlueButton: XJTLU live online platform

• ICE: an internal online website including recorded courses, class handout, 
task sheets, quiz, PPTs, and essay submission, etc.

• Box: an internal online platform for teachers to share materials

• Training on using online platforms, tools, quiz every week
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ICE
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Real time online teaching on BigBlueButton

4



II. Challenges for online teaching

▪Equipment, facilities, bandwidth

•Module/activities changing for online class

•Emotional stress for teachers/students 

•self-conscious：bad hair, no make-up, pyjamas, home mass surroundings, etc. 

•cultural difficulties, attention, anxiousness

•Arrangement of group discussions, class activities

First week
•Teacher: I don’t want to deliver online real time courses
•Student: I don’t want to have online courses

Final week
•Teacher: I like to deliver online real time course

•Student: I want to have online courses 5



Where do you deliver your online course?

6



Online learning? Where are your students?
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What are your students doing during online courses?
(We can’t control or imagine it)

8



Challenges for real time online EAP teaching at XJTLU

•Synchronous: 50% BBB-Live sessions

•Asynchronous: 50% recorded on MediaSite

•Time Zone is different

•Teacher in the UK: only afternoon class

•Teacher in the USA: only night class

•Connection problem in countryside: very poor

•No laptop during the holiday

•Move places again and again in other countries

•Family issue, e.g. childcare

9



• Some teachers used the camera and some didn’t use the camera

• Students didn’t use the camera due to limited broadband speed, so 
the teacher cannot check students’ engagement

• Changing the presenter role between the teacher and students may 
take longer time

• More typing messages than talking by audio

• Students are reluctant to speak, and just type messages

• Speaking activities are much less than in the classroom

• Less involvement in group discussions than in the classroom
10



• Teachers spent more time in preparation of online courses.

• Preparing more online quizzes, because students enjoy doing 
quizzes which received most clicks among all online activities.

• Taking more time in recording lectures due to creating more 
effectiveness

E.g., One teacher spent a whole day to record a lecture for the    

whole module for hundreds of students.

• International students gave up attending live sessions due to 
different time zones.

• Teacher’s guilty thought and frustration: 

students cannot be engaged well online;

When calling student’s name, keep silent
11



Assessment problems and solutions in online EAP teaching

- Changes of all assessment formats used in the classrooms

- No MCQs for listening + reading exams since it’s easy for plagiarism.

- No real time speaking assessment  and Q & A

- Students submitted recorded presentations with responses to provided questions

- Students can prepare a longer time and record it again and again

- Responses are not challengeable because they can read questions in advance

- But non-submissions of speaking assessment and coursework is more than classroom 
teaching context—have to take resit

- Technology problem: online recorded speaking submission limitation: 800 submission 
every day: 7000 students in the ELC

- Only essay online submission and online marking  are same as before 
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III. Solutions for EAP teaching at the English Language Centre (ELC), XJTLU

1. Real time (50%) + recorded (50%) lectures on BBB

2. Teacher training  

- University technology training for all teachers

- ELC IT drop-in Q & A online

- Workshops in the community group every week on Zoom

Teachers share their teaching practice, pedagogies, research, using 
technologies, etc.

- Workshops can be recorded and shared with other teachers on Box 
(internal online platform for teachers only).

- Teachers significantly improved technological skills for online teaching, 
e.g. quiz, forum, videos, live broadcasting, recording lectures with PPTs

13



Benefits of real time EAP teaching

• Good teacher-student interaction

Students can hear and/see the teacher and communicate with the 
teacher by speaking or typing messages

• Good student-student interaction in group discussions (BBB allows 
8 groups in total.)

They can talk or type messages with group members

Students like group discussions

• Sharing a screen with some notes on PPTs

• Pulling activities online: increase interaction (E.g., Mentimeter)

• Quiz received most clicks

14



*The EAP writing learning outcome is better than classroom context

*More feedback from the teacher

- 50% of online teaching live sessions; 

- 50% of online recorded lectures (10 minutes only) delivered by one 
teacher for the whole module/groups + activities (quiz, forum discussions, 
Q &A, etc.)

- Compared to classroom teaching, teachers have more time to give more 
detailed feedback to students’ coursework

- Students feel the benefit from teachers’ detailed feedback and improved 
writing more than before.

15



*More peer feedback

- In the classroom: pair/small group work for peer feedback

- Online: read all other students’ work

*Recorded lectures provide positive reflections:

- Key points in academic writing for watching again and again

- Students prefer to watch the recorded lectures

16



IV. EAP teacher training in MA TESOL course

• A teacher with more than 10 years of EAP teaching experience integrated EAP 
teacher training in ESP modules and language assessment modules into an MA 
TESOL course at the Department of English during online live sessions.

E.g., 

* How to design curriculum, syllabus, learning outcome

* How to teach academic writing, listening,  reading and speaking  

in EAP classes

* How to assess EAP in writing and speaking

* Good examples of teaching materials and teaching pedagogies 

* Good examples of assessment 

17



MA students’ feedback on online EAP teaching training

- Online sessions can achieve objectives of EAP teacher training

- Online group discussions are effective and students like it

- Real examples of teaching and assessment - very helpful

- Most helpful session—EAP curriculum and syllabus design

- Portfolio task/assessment in EAP writing is very useful

- MA Students hope to observe online EAP teaching at the ELC, 
but this is impossible due to complicated arrangement during 
online teaching

18



V. Online teaching in the Future

If we do online teaching again, what will we do?

• Teacher: set up rules for students: students should open cameras

-blocking their screens was like turning their backs to their teacher

-have a profile picture if cultural difficulties 

-Allow times of quiet for students to think about questions before talk 

-setting up a task and letting the students complete it and return back 
after 10-20 mins which may help managed the online class time.

（suggested by EAP teachers in the UK)

• Recorded lectures: 10 minutes only

• More engagement and more effectiveness：e.g. small group work；

using teacher’s own talent: sing a song, etc.

(要当网红主播/Be a Web celebrity anchor）

19



• Some foreign teachers will have to conduct online 
teaching next semester if they are unable to come 
to China

• Thus, these teachers will have to improve their 
online teaching pedagogies next semester.

• Blended delivery for different skills: 

• 1 classroom teaching + 1 online teaching (teacher 
out of China)

20



Thank you

Q & A

21
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Now, let’s take some 

questions from the 

Q and A.

You can also use the

chat box to leave your

own ideas and

suggestions!



Pushing the boundary: 
A trans-disciplinary EAP project in emerging engineering education

Dr. Jianying DU

School of Foreign Languages

Huazhong University of Science and Technology



EAP：English for Academic Purposes

• Academic literacy
• Reading (subject matter texts)

• Writing (lab report, research articles)

• Study skills
• Attending lectures

• Seminar and conference skills

• Critical thinking (interpreting, synthesizing, 
analyzing, evaluating, etc.)

2



Content-language integration in English classrooms

unhappy novice EAP learners dissatisfied subject lecturers

• Lack of interest or expertise in subject area
• Lack of interest or expertise in English

language in general
• Lack of interest in academic English
• Feeling disoriented or overloaded with the

subject information in language classes

• Students are not able to synthesize,    
summarize, and hence critique what 
they read or hear.

• Most students have little sense of 
logic

• Most students do not communicate 
or learn actively.
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Scientific Thinking and Research Method 
(STaRM, since 2013)

4



Objectives of STaRM

Nature, history, 
philosophy 
and value of 
science

Problem-
solution skills,

Team work

Academic literacy, 
communicative 
competence

Emerging Engineering Education for technological leaders of the 21 century  

5



Where the teachers do not teach

• suggesting themes

• supervising projects

• evaluating proposals

6



Suggested themes for STaRM

Themes Prompts
High-rise building Problems and risks in high-rise building design and construction,

e.g., earthquakes, tornadoes, foundation, and spire
AI robots Intelligent robots most needed by human society in the next few

decades, as well as their operating principles, features, and
functions

Wearable technology The advancement in wearable technology, including, a) related
devices and techniques, b) domains impacted, and c) conceptual
innovations in the next few decades.

Internet for medical
use

Describe and design the medical network regarding, e.g., the
features, functions, operating principles, and the conceptual
advancements
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Where the teachers do not teach

• Student team-teaching on 
discussion and 
argumentation

• Genre-related tasks

• Ethical, philosophical and 
cultural concerns

8



STaRM Student Output 
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Gains
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Meeting the learner needs

11



Needs

Deeds
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Needs

Deeds

Welcome to the Tribe

Session 1 Recognizing academic style --- lexico-syntactical features

Session 2 Recognizing academic style --- discourse devices, rhetorical functions, 
internet literacy

Session 3 Recognizing academic style --- the G-S-G pattern to open, develop and 
end a text

Session 4 Workshop

Session 5 Getting to Know Genre --- Integrative consideration of Audience, Purposes, 
Moves, Rhetoric, and Linguistic devices 

13



Pains: 
stranger in a strange land

• Who am I? 

Language teacher?

EAP/ESP teacher?

Research assistant?

• Where am I going?

teaching research writing   without   my    
own publications?

researcher

facilitator teacher

14



Pushing the boundary: 
A trans-disciplinary EAP project in emerging engineering education

THANK YOU

15
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Thank you very much for joining us on the Higher Education Community of Practice

Webinar #3. We welcome you to complete our online survey after today's event.

Thank you to our speakers today!

Please check out recordings on our Weibo platform
@英国大使馆文化教育处英语教学 later this month.

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/TeachingEnglishAsia.BritishCouncil/

65
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And now over to you: Tell us about how you are sharing your 

EME/EMI?EAP/ESP practice: elt@britishcouncil.org.cn 

#EmergingEnglishCoP
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You can also join the Global Practitioner Network:

An international network on the topics of English Medium Instruction (EMI) and Global Englishes, exploring 

the linguistic and educational implications of the global spread of the English language. This is a cutting-

edge online academic network with teaching resources, online seminars, blogs, a student section and a 

forum to foster collaborative projects, and to encourage networking and information exchange between 

students, researchers and practitioners, as well as form research partnerships in this growing field.

https://www.globalenglishes-emi.education.ed.ac.uk/

https://www.globalenglishes-emi.education.ed.ac.uk/

