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First some basic principles (1)

1. Students working at a distance is very 
different from students coming to your 
class
ÅSeeing what they are doing or what they have 

done becomes much more difficult

ÅIt is easier for students who wish to spend more 
ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǘŜƴŘ 
that they have done the assignment, to borrow 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
on the Internet
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Some basic principles (2)

2. Therefore it is very important that you 
Åhave a way of confirming that they have done the work, 

and
Åan efficient way of providing feedback or a grade on their 

work

This presentation will suggest ways to accomplish these 
principles in your distance teaching.
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Methods to ensure uniqueness
Make the feedback assignment unique for each 
individual student, for example

ÅWrite about how you, a relative or friend has 
experienced something similar to what happened 
in the reading

ÅWrite a short letter to one of the characters giving 
your own advice

ÅKeep a log of what you have read on the Internet 

ÅKeep a list of new vocabulary that you have found
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Methods to ensure uniqueness
ÅRecord one paragraph from the story and submit it 

via WeChat.Count the number of strokes in the 
first ₳Ⱬ of your name and select that paragraph 
(and the next one, too, so that you have more than 
100 words). ςOr perhaps use the last digit of their 
student number.

ÅCompare two versions of the same story and report 
what differences you find in the vocabulary that is 
used.

ÅMake a list of sentences or phrases that were 
difficult for you to understand.
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What to assign

ÅNo matter where the material is from, students 
should work on material that is close to their own 
reading level. Material that is too difficult will not 
be effective since they will not be able to 
comprehend it.

Å9ŀǎȅ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜƴŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŀƴ άŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
volume with little dictionary use to promote their 
reading fluency and to get a better grasp of how 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ άƪƴƻǿέ 
ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ΨǊŜŀƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΩΦ
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What to assign

Material that is slightly above their level will challenge them but will 
allow them to learn new vocabulary and grammar.

If the students can choose what to read among the many selections 
offered, that will encourage them to do more reading because they will 
find it more enjoyable.
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What can you do with this reading?
ÅHave them read the article WITHOUT using a dictionary, 

asking them to time their reading

ÅThey record their time, then check unknown words and read 
and time it a second time.

ÅNext, they make a list of any unknown words on a form that 
you provide, perhaps as an Excel file

ÅThey can respond to thequestions in #4 with their own 
ƛŘŜŀǎΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦŀŎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΚέ 
ŀƴŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Řƻ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΚέ 
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What to do?

ÅGive them as as screenshot just the first 4 of the rules.

ÅAsk them to think of 3 more rules and report them to you via your 
course website (if you have one) or perhaps by WeChat.

ÅLater you can show them the three additonal rules on the website, 
and perhaps a collection of the ideas from the students in your class.
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