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First some basic principles (1)

1. Students working at a distance is very 
different from students coming to your 
class
• Seeing what they are doing or what they have 

done becomes much more difficult

• It is easier for students who wish to spend more 
time on other teachers’ assignments to pretend 
that they have done the assignment, to borrow 
someone else’s work or find a suitable response 
on the Internet
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Some basic principles (2)

2. Therefore it is very important that you 
• have a way of confirming that they have done the work, 

and
• an efficient way of providing feedback or a grade on their 

work

This presentation will suggest ways to accomplish these 
principles in your distance teaching.
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Methods to ensure uniqueness
Make the feedback assignment unique for each 
individual student, for example

• Write about how you, a relative or friend has 
experienced something similar to what happened 
in the reading

• Write a short letter to one of the characters giving 
your own advice

• Keep a log of what you have read on the Internet 

• Keep a list of new vocabulary that you have found
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Methods to ensure uniqueness
• Record one paragraph from the story and submit it 

via WeChat. Count the number of strokes in the 
first 汉字 of your name and select that paragraph 
(and the next one, too, so that you have more than 
100 words). – Or perhaps use the last digit of their 
student number.

• Compare two versions of the same story and report 
what differences you find in the vocabulary that is 
used.

• Make a list of sentences or phrases that were 
difficult for you to understand.
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What to assign

• No matter where the material is from, students 
should work on material that is close to their own 
reading level. Material that is too difficult will not 
be effective since they will not be able to 
comprehend it.

• Easy material will lend itself to an “extensive 
reading” approach where they can read a large 
volume with little dictionary use to promote their 
reading fluency and to get a better grasp of how 
the words and grammar that they already “know” 
are actually used in ‘real English’.
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What to assign

Material that is slightly above their level will challenge them but will 
allow them to learn new vocabulary and grammar.

If the students can choose what to read among the many selections 
offered, that will encourage them to do more reading because they will 
find it more enjoyable.
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What can you do with this reading?
• Have them read the article WITHOUT using a dictionary, 

asking them to time their reading

• They record their time, then check unknown words and read 
and time it a second time.

• Next, they make a list of any unknown words on a form that 
you provide, perhaps as an Excel file

• They can respond to the questions in #4 with their own 
ideas: “What was the most important fact about bullying?” 
and “What can schools do to stop bullying?” 
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What to do?

• Give them as as screenshot just the first 4 of the rules.

• Ask them to think of 3 more rules and report them to you via your 
course website (if you have one) or perhaps by WeChat.

• Later you can show them the three additonal rules on the website, 
and perhaps a collection of the ideas from the students in your class.
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Arachnophobia
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Student’s view
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Teacher’s view

34



Summary

We have just shown you British Council sites, but there are others 
which have an abundance of material that is at the correct level for 
your students. They can use the British Council online test to discover 
that for themselves.

You must have a clear strategy for ascertaining that they have actually 
done their assignments, but in a way that does not cause you too much 
extra work.

The students keep a record of what they have done that you can view, 
as needed.
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References
British Council Site
• Kids: https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/
• Teens: https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org
• Adults: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org

Voice of America (VOA)
• https://learningenglish.voanews.com/

ESLFAST.COM
• https://www.eslfast.com

Magic Keys
• http://www.magickeys.com/books/

Manythings – A variety of activities for language practice
http://www.manythings.org/

PERC -Publink Extensive Reading Club
http://www.publinkchina.com/perc
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Now, let’s take some 

questions from the 

Q and A.

You can also use the

chat box to leave your

comments and

questions!


