Creating active
homework tasks

Thomas N. Robbh, Ph.D.

tomrobb@gmail.com




First some basic principles (1)

1. Students working at a distance Is very
different from students coming to your
class

ASeeing what they are doing or what they have
done becomes much more difficult

Alt is easier for students who wish to spend more
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Some basic principles (2)

2. Therefore It Is very important that you

Ahave a way of confirming that they have done the work,
and

Aan efficient way of providing feedback or a grade on their
work

This presentation will suggest ways to accomplish these
principles in your distance teaching.



Methods to ensure unigueness

Make the feedback assignment unique for each
Individual student, for example

AWrite about how you, a relative or friend has
experienced something similar to what happened

In the reading

AWrite a short letter to one of the characters giving
your own advice

AKeep a log of what you have read on the Internet
AKeep a list of new vocabulary that you have found



Methods to ensure unigueness

ARecord one paragraph from the story and submit it
via WeChat.Count the number of strokes in the
first& z of your name and select that paragraph
(and the next one, too, so that you have more than
100 words) ¢ Or perhaps use the last digit of their
student number.

ACompare two versions of the same story and report
what differences you find in the vocabulary that is
used.

AMake a list of sentences or phrases that were
difficult for you to understand.



What to assign

ANo matter where the material is from, students
should work on material that i1s close to their own
reading level. Material that is too difficult will not
be effective since they will not be able to
comprehend it.
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reading fluency and to get a better grasp of how
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What to assign

Material that is slightly above their level will challenge them but will
allow them to learn new vocabulary and grammar.

If the students can choose what to read among the many selections
offered, that will encourage them to do more reading becausey thd
find it more enjoyable.
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Step 1 - Take our free online English level test

Find out your English level

Take our free online English test!

Click START to begin the test and answer each of the 25 questions
carefully. After each question indicate how sure you are of your
answer (Certain, Fairly sure, Not sure).

When you finish the test, you will be told your approximate English
level. You can then search for suitable content on LearnEnglish
Teens by level. You can also search for content by topic.

START

X - e —
This test is designed for personal use to give you an approximate indication of your English level. Contact your local British Council office if you would like to
take a formal test of English.



Step 2 - Search for content for your English level

Find content by level, section, or topic. Click 'Apply' button to see the results. All votes are for the last 12 months.

Level

v - Any -
Beginner/A1
Elementary/A2
Intermediate/B1
Upper intermediate/B2
Advanced/C1

Test cache

Level:

Total V|

Average: 0%

Section

v - Any -
-Speaking
--Beginner A1 speaking
--Elementary A2 speaking
--Intermediate B1 speaking
--Upper intermediate B2 speaking
-Listening
--Beginner A1 listening
--Elementary A2 listening
--Intermediate B1 listening
--Upper intermediate B2 listening
--Advanced C1 listening
-Reading
--Beginner A1 reading
--Elementary A2 reading
--Intermediate B1 reading
--Upper intermediate B2 reading
--Advanced C1 reading
-Writing

Video zon
well-being

Level:
Advanced

Average: 1

Topics

21st century skills
achievements
actors
adventures
advertising
advice
agriculture
ambitions
animals
animation
annual events
appearance
applying for a job
apps

April fool's day
architecture
around the world
art and design
authors

bar chart
beaches

beauty
behaviour
bilingualism

biology
FOSt aate:

16 Mar 2020

Total votes: 1

00%

hational Women's
- We are women

D
one
ional Women's Day, women

Post date:

Upper intermediate/B2 17 Feb 2020

Total votes: 0

Average: 0%
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Level Filter

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

Helping others

Read about ways to help others then do the exercises to help you
practise your reading in English.
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Level Filter

Level 1

Level 2 Level 3

Helping others

Read about ways to help others then do the exercises to help you
practise your reading in English.

o e e o

Say no to bullying

Read about how to say no to bullying then do the exercises to help you
practise your reading in English.

Je e de A s

Football World Cup

Read about the football World Cup then do the exercises to help you
practise your reading in English.
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v Preparation

Say no to bullying

Match the word to the picture.

8 items remaining
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FACT FILE: Say no to bullying

Bullying can happen to me or you or anyone. Millions of children around the
world are bullied every year, but there are things that we can all do to help.

What is bullying?

Bullying is when someone makes you feel bad or hurts you again and again. Bullying can
happen at school, out of school or online. Bullying includes:

e calling people mean names

* laughing at people

» telling lies about people

* taking someone’s things without permission

* not letting someone play in a group

» hitting people.

What is cyberbullying?

Cyberbullying happens online and includes:

e sending mean messages

* sharing photos without permission

* not letting someone be part of an online group.

What can you do?

If someone is mean to you, tell an adult that you know and like.
For example, talk to a parent or a teacher. You can block a person
who sends mean messages online. Ask an adult to help you. Don’t
reply.

Talk to your parents or teacher or an adult that you know well if
you see bullying or if you are worried about a friend.

Say sorry if you are mean to someone. You can write a mes-
sage or talk to the person. Think about how to be kind in the
future.

We can all help to say no to bullying.
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Talk to your parents or teacher or an adult that you know well if 2

you see bullying or if you are worried about a friend.

Say sorry if you are mean to someone. You can write a mes-

sage or talk to the person. Think about how to be kind in the
future.
We can all help to say no to bullying.

4. What do you think?

What was the most important fact about bullying? What can schools do to
stop bullying? What's the best way to say sorry?

www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishkids

© British Council, 2016 The United Kingdom's international organisation for educational opportunities and cultural relations. We are registered in England as a charity.
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What can you do with this reading?

AHave them read the article WITHOUT using a dictionary,
asking them to time their reading

AThey record their time, then check unknown words and read
and time it a second time.

Date Title of Article Source Reading Reading | Number of
time 1 time 2 new words

03—4&(3 Say no o Au//yf;g BC Kds 820 3'sp

ANext, they make a list of any unknown words on a form that
you provide, perhaps as an Excel file

05-Autg|Say no to bullying | cyberbelhying 4 3k
AThey can respond tde questions |n #4 with their own
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» Are you looking for an English course?

Welcome to LearnEnglish Teens

Covid-19 learning support: LearnEnglish Teens wants to support students who can't go to school
at the moment. You can find tips and advice for learning at home on our new support page.

LearnEnglish Teens is brought to you by the British Council, the world's English teaching experts.
If you want to learn English while having fun, this free website is just for you. LearnEnglish Teens
can help improve your English with reading, writing and listening practice, tips for exams,
grammar and vocabulary exercises, games and videos. You can also interact with other
teenagers from all around the world. If you want to learn English in your own country, find an
English course near you.
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Welcome to LearnEngIISh Teens Are you looking for an English course?

Covid-19 learning support: LearnEnglish Teens wants to support students who can't go to school
at the moment. You can find tips and advice for learning at home on our new support page.

LearnEnglish Teens is brought to you by the British Council, the world's English teaching experts.
If you want to learn English while having fun, this free website is just for you. LearnEnglish Teens
can help improve your English with reading, writing and listening practice, tips for exams,
grammar and vocabulary exercises, games and videos. You can also interact with other
teenagers from all around the world. If you want to learn English in your own country, find an
English course near you.
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Elementary A2 reading

Are you an elementary (CEFR level A2) learner of English? Practise and improve your reading skills
with these texts and exercises.

7 tips for a tidy desk

Read the tips for keeping your desk tidy and then do the exercises to
practise and improve your reading skills.

A restaurant menu

Look at the menu and do the exercises to practise and improve your
reading skills.

A train timetable

Look at the train ticket and timetable and do the exercises to practise and .
improve your reading skills. ¢

HELP & SUPPORT

» Covid-19 learning support
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¥ Reading

Seven tips for a tidy desk

1. Only keep things you really need on and near your desk.

Use a tray for any papers you have to read. Have a jar for pens and pencils and have a bin near
your desk.

2. Don’t keep any drinks on your desk.

Go to the kitchen when you want to have a drink or, if you prefer, keep a drink on a small table
near your desk.

3. Reduce the amount of paper that you use.

Try to keep as much information as possible in folders on your computer. Before printing a
document, ask yourself, ‘do | really need to read this on paper?’

4. Scan your notes.

If you have a lot of paper (magazine articles, notes, worksheets, etc.), use a scanner and keep a
digital version as a PDF on your computer.
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What to do?

AGive them as as screenshot just the first 4 of the rules.

AAsk them to think of 3 more rules and report them to you via your
course website (if you have one) or perhaps by WeChat.

ALater you can show them the three additonal rules on the website,
and perhaps a collection of the ideas from the students in your class.
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Welcome to LearnEngIISh Teens Are you looking for an English course?

Covid-19 learning support: LearnEnglish Teens wants to support students who can't go to school
at the moment. You can find tips and advice for learning at home on our new support page.

LearnEnglish Teens is brought to you by the British Council, the world's English teaching experts.
If you want to learn English while having fun, this free website is just for you. LearnEnglish Teens
can help improve your English with reading, writing and listening practice, tips for exams,
grammar and vocabulary exercises, games and videos. You can also interact with other
teenagers from all around the world. If you want to learn English in your own country, find an
English course near you.
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Beginner grammar

Intermediate grammar

Graded reading

Read stories and articles for your level of English.

Elementary Intermediate Upper intermediate i HELP & SUPPORT

» Covid-19 learning support

A walk in the forest - level 1 180

) » Find content for your English level
On her usual walk in the forest, Grace meets an unusual boy.

» CEF levels
> Getting started

» House rules

Amazing adventurers - level 1 22

From climbing Everest to skiing to the South Pole, read about some amazing > Are you looking for an English course?
adventurers! I

23




¥ Covid-19 learning support

n her usuzl walk in the forest, Grace masts an unusual bay, i HELP & SUPPORT
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Find content for your English level
r CEF levels

¢ Getting started

¥ House rules

¢ Find an English course

Top Post
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Tast cache
= Praparation m

The cure for boredom

Tuesday

Gaing throwgh the farest is my favourite part of the walk, My dog Benjl loves It toa, I'm Grace, | live an
a farm with my parents and | take Benji for 3 walk most days after school, While Benji's playing, | stop
to fake a phato of 2 batterfly. I'm thinking aboat posting it on Feoebook, but then | hear Benji barking.
He's jumping and running around a boy. The poor bay looks worried. 'Benji, stop! Come herel’ | call
and throw him his ball. I'm about to say sorry to the boy, but he's gone.

Wednesday

It's cold today, o Benji and | are walking fast. As we go throwgh the forest, it starts raining so | run.
Suddenly, | fall and 'm on my back. QUCH! That hurt!

Then there's someone there and a voice asks ‘Are you all right?' | look wup and see the boy from
yesterday.

1Pas L7 ) i mana bk B.ai1: b alecas e 2160
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Read the article

Covid-19 learning support: LearnEnglish wants to support those of you who are learning
at home at the moment. You can find tips and advice for learning at home on our
new support page.

Welcome to LearnEnglish

Learn English online using our high-quality resources to quickly improve your
English. This website is created for adult learners of English by the British Council,
the world's English teaching experts.

Start by taking our free English test to help you find your level. Then find lessons
and resources to improve your English skills. Get more practice to improve your
general English with our extended listening and reading materials. At any time, use
the grammar and vocabulary sections to help and support your learning.

Find out more about our range of online classes and courses to improve your
English.

LearnEnglish

IELTS Q

Online English courses

Covid-19 support

Listening practice

Magazine

Speaking practice

» Are you looking for an online English course?

Find an English course near you

- Choose a country/territory -
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Choose your level to practise your reading

Beginner A1

Reading practice to help you understand simple information, words
and sentences about known topics. Texts include posters,
messages, forms and timetables.

Pre-intermediate A2

Reading practice to help you understand simple texts and find
specific information in everyday material. Texts include emails,
invitations, personal messages, tips, notices and signs.

Intermediate B1

Reading practice to help you understand texts with everyday or job-

related language. Texts include articles, travel guides, emails,
adverts and reviews.

Upper intermediate B2

Reading practice to help you understand texts with a wide
vocabulary where you may need to consider the writer's opinion.
Texts include articles, reports, messages, short stories and reviews.

Advanced C1

Reading practice to help you understand long, complex texts about
a wide variety of topics, some of which may be unfamiliar. Texts
include specialised articles, biographies and summaries.

i HELP

Writing

Beginner A1
Pre-intermediate A2
Intermediate B1

Upper intermediate B2
Advanced C1

Writing for a purpose

Speaking
Beginner A1

Pre-intermediate A2
Intermediate B1

Upper intermediate B2

» Are you looking for an online English course?

Covid-19 learning support
Getting started

House rules

>

>

» English level test
>

» Frequently asked questions
>

Sign up for newsletter
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Intermediate B1

Are you an intermediate (CEFR level B1) learner of English? This section offers reading
practice to help you understand texts with everyday or job-related language. Texts
include articles, travel guides, emails, adverts and reviews.

Each lesson has a preparation task, a reading text and two tasks to check your
understanding and to practise a variety of reading skills. Make a start today.

A conference programme

Read the programme for a management conference to practise and
improve your reading skills.

See more >

A flyer for a gym

Read a flyer promoting a new gym to practise and improve your reading
skills.

See more >

A travel guide -

ce
Read a travel guide about Bangkok to practise and improve your reading ‘ - ° 2 t
skills. | = \( A
nf_} \

See more >

An email request for help

Read an email asking for help from another department to practise and
improve your reading skills.

See more >

Digital habits across generations

Read an article about how people at different ages use computers and
smartphones to practise and improve your reading skills.

See more >

Encyclopedia entry

Read an encyclopedia entry on the Taj Mahal to practise and improve your
reading skills.

See more >

How to spot fake news

Read some tips for spotting fake news to practise and improve your reading

%)
=
o

See more >

Innovation in business

Read a blogpost about being innovative in business to practise and improve
your reading skills.

See more >

Planning an event

Read a dialogue where three people negotiate who does what to achieve a
task.

See more >

Robot teachers

Read an article about robot teachers to practise and improve your reading

(%)
=
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See more >

Social media influencers

Read a blogpost about the impact of social media influencers in the
business world to practise and improve your reading skills.

See more >

The legend of fairies

Read a text about the legend of fairies to practise and improve your reading
skills.

See more >

27



Home » Skills » Reading » Intermediate B1

i HELP

Covid-19 learning support

How to spot fake news

Getting started

. ‘chd : .
Do you need more help with your English? Take an online English course or class. House riles

>

>

» English level test
>

» Frequently asked questions
>

Read some tips for spotting fake news to practise and improve your reading skills.

Sign up for newsletter
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Find an online English course
Find an English course near you
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Do the preparation task first. Then read the text and do the exercises.
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Reading: B1
How to spot fake news

Read some tips for spotting fake news to practise and improve your reading skills.

Before reading

Do the preparation task first. Then read the text and do the exercises.

Preparation task
Complete the sentences with words from the box.

bombard fooled unrelated source
fake subtle phenomenon sure
T A e is something that is designed to look real but isn’t.
2. FYOU e someone with messages or information, you give them so much
that it is difficult to deal with at all.
30 A e is a rare or important fact or event.
4. If something is .....oveeveeeecerrennns , it is not obvious and it is difficult to notice.
5. [fYOU @re .. , you are tricked into believing something that is not true.
6. Ifyou are ... about something, you are confident that it is true or correct.
7. If something is .o, to something else, the two things have nothing to do
with each other.
B. A v is a thing, person or place that provides information.

Reading text: How to spot fake news

Every time you're online, you are bombarded by pictures, articles, links and videos trying to
tell their story. Unfortunately, not all of these stories are true. Sometimes they want you to
click on another story or advertisement at their own site, other times they want to upset
people for political reasons. These days it’s so easy to share information. These stories
circulate quickly, and the result is ... fake news.

There is a range of fake news: from crazy stories which people easily recognise to more
subtle types of misinformation. Experts in media studies and online psychology have been
examining the fake news phenomenon. Read these tips, and don't get fooled!






