
ENGAGING STUDENTS IN COLLABORATIVE 
ACTIVITIES

促进学生协作学习

Zhao Fang
Chengdu Foreign Languages School



2

CONTENTS

01 Motivation 动机

03 Practices of collaborative learning 协作学习实践

02 Collaborative learning 协作学习

2



interest 
satisfaction
enjoyment

EXTRINSIC  MOTIVATION
外在动机

praises
grades

rewards
punishment avoidance

INTRINSIC  MOTIVATION

内在动机
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MOTIVATION

动机

SDT自决理论：
competence
autonomy
relatedness
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What is collaborative learning?

Why is collaborative learning motivational?

1

2

3
What strategies can be used?

02
Collaborative 

learning 

approach

协作学习

Collaborative learning involves students working in pairs or small groups
to discuss and find solutions to problems.

• group work: connection; equal participation; accountability                     
• learning by doing: active; own decisions; choices
• task-based: integrated language skills; problem-solving 

skills         

Relatedness
Autonomy
Competence

Group
discussions

Shared
tasks

Competitive
games

Drama &
role play

Information
exchange

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/
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In-class 

practices

课堂实践

Jigsaw

Mini-projectThink-Pair-Share
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Think-Pair-Share 思考-讨论-分享

First, students respond to a text or answer 

questions alone. Then they exchange thoughts in 

pairs or in groups. Last, they share the collected 

thoughts with the rest of the class.
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Bali

Bali is blessed with radiant sunshine, a fresh 

verdant landscape, beautiful sunsets and 

dazzling white beaches. Visitors from all 

over the world come to immerse themselves 

in the delights of the stunning mountain 

scenery and the clear blue lake and sea 

waters. In the vibrant coastal resorts are 

high-quality modern hotels and exciting 

nightlife to take you through till dawn, but 

behind the bright lights you will find a 

traditional way of life that has thrived for 

centuries. The spectacular temples, the 

colorful ritual dances, the shadow puppet 

plays , the vast range of handicrafts all show 

the strength and vitality of the local culture. 

The friendly and gentle  Balinese will 

welcome you to share their island-and you 

will want to return again and again to this 

unique paradise on earth.

Think-pair-share Step 1: Pre-class activity (reading and thinking)课前活动
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Think-pair-share   Step 2: In-class activity (pairing and sharing)课中活动
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Think-pair-share    Step 3: In-class activity (collaborative writing)课中活动

: Rewrite the article and make it persuasive
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Jigsaw reading 拼图阅读
Two separate stories

If you have two stories that share a theme, prepare comprehension questions for each 

story. Give one half of the class (Group A) one story, and the other half (Group B) the 

other. The students read their article, answer the questions and check understanding. 

Students then pair up with someone from the other group and tell them about their story, 

and listen to the other one. 

One story split in two

Some stories can be clearly divided in two. Follow the same procedure as above, but 

giving each group only one half of the story. When the students are recounting their half of 

the article, make sure that the student with the opening half goes first.



Jigsaw reading   Step1  Prepare reading materials (A,B,C,D)

准备阅读材料1
A1       Mid-ages   B1       Renaissance C1      Impressionism D1       Modern
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Jigsaw reading Step2 Nominate groups and assign tasks

1                       分组并分配阅读任务

Group A
Mid-ages

(A1/A2/A3/A4)

Group B
Renaissance

(B1/B2/B3/B4)

GroupC
Impressionism
(C1/C2/C3/C4)

GroupD
Modern

(D1/D2/D3/D4)
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Jigsaw reading   Step3  Regroup students to exchange information      
Group1(A1,B1,C1,D1)  Group2(A2,B2,C2,D2)  Group3(A3,B3,C3,D3)  Group4(A4,B4,C4,D4)....

重组学生交换信息
Task3- Identify : Time? Style?
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Mini-project 项目型学习

Project work is work which focuses on completing a task. 

Project work normally involves a lot of resources, time, people 

and materials and learners practise a range of skills and 

language systems.

Example:

A group of teenage learners work on a project to develop a 

series of posters on how to protect the environment.
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Step1 Planning 计划
groups
assignments 

Step2  Preparing 准备
who: responsibilities
what: content; form
how:  strategies; procedures

Step3  Producing 制作
time & place

Step4  Presenting 展示
time & place



16

cross-curricular relevance to life and the world 

critical thinking caring people and the world

Students' products



THANK 
YOU
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Now, let’s take some 
questions from the 
Q and A.

You can also use the

chat box to leave your

comments and

questions!


