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1. New problems with EME
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- Whether EME could achieve its designed effects depends on English
proficiency of students. A recent guestionnaire and interview reveal some new

problems.
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- We presumed in the survey :

= EME could effectively help students 1) to acquire disciplinary knowledge, 2)
to stay current with the development of their fields by accessing the latest
Information, and 3) to exchange research with their international colleagues.

. BAAN:

" ERNABRBUATLINFLE:

BT W IRE RN,

3) 5

1)

REREZWHIR, 2) BETHREHER £

o

fREITTHITZEARNI R



« But the results show that
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=Only 18 % students read their disciplinary journal articles. All knowledge
comes from the class lectures and textbooks.
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sMore than 50% might spend a whole day reading a research article and
have to give up accordingly.
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246% can't figure out the figures and tables.
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280% never try to write a research article.
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« Students’ problems are confirmed by their subject teachers.

S REEITHOIESE T 24 s 77 M5

« English proficiency of students has now markedly improved
and they could keep up with my lecture and could understand
the textbook.However, their written assignments are poor. They
seldom cite ideas from literature to support their view. (ST#3)
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. Our Interview with EME teachers reveal the findings.
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1) Students lack adequate ability to read their disciplinary specific
journal articles.
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2) Students could not finish their written assignments which follow

academic conventions such as the use literature to support their
arguments.
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3) Students lack discipline-specific communication skills, especially
productive skills,
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2. The problem with EAP instruction
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 Although a paradigm shift in tertiary English teaching from
General English to EAP has been implemented in Shanghai
as well as the whole nation, the situation is not encouraging.
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- EAP is concerned with the “study skills in English which are required for
study purposes Iin formal education systems (ETIC,1975).
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Fee”, (ETIC, 1975).

- English for general academic purposes (EGAP) : “the teaching of the skills
and language that are common to all disciplines”.
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« English for specific academic purposes (ESAP) : “the teaching of the
features that distinguish one discipline from others” (Dudley-Evans & St
John, 1998, p, 41).
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« Numerous studies indicate that teaching study skills alone will not
naturally lead to the abllity of doing discipline-specific tasks e.g. handling
EME challenges (Hyland,2011)
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« A questionnaire with EAP teachers shows almost 85% EAP teachers
adopt wide-angle approach, teaching some general skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing.
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- Few teachers use genre skills to teach discipline-specific English.

W DB MK E

=

FEVERMNEFXIT, METFRTLITERNEE.




« Textural skills: skills which help learners to analyze and master the structure of
a research article and the moves/steps of each section(e.g. Introduction,
Methods, Results and Discussion)
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- Lexico-grammatical skills: skills which enable learners to identify linguistic
features appropriate to each move/step such as reporting verbs, signal words,
sentence templates and lexical bundles.
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- Metadiscourse skills: skills which need students to analyze discipline-specific
citation practices, attitude markers, cohesive devise, self-mention and hedges.
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3. Developing EAP teachers’ abilities
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The interview reveals that the majority of teachers are afraid of
discipline-specific EAP. They prefer to teach skills appropriate
to the content across disciplines.
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Two strategies we adopt
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1) Create needs and force EAP teachers to reorient their courses and teach ESAP
skills.
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= The International Collegiate Conference (ICC)
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= The 5 Minute Research Presentation (5MRP)
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= Both events need the participants to review literature to find a problem/gap, to
design the methods and collect data, to report their findings and discuss the
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Benefits

The process actually
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1) enhances students’ ability of using English for disciplinary
studies
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2) forces their EAP teachers to adapt their lectures to students’
needs
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2) Organize different kinds of activities to promote EAP teacher
development.
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1) EAP conferences annually, inviting international EAP scholars (with the help of BC and
BALEAP)to deliver lectures and offer in-service training courses,
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2 EAP open/demonstration classes so that novice EAP instructors could share teaching

experience with each other,
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(3 The nationwide contests for designing EAP course syllabuses and
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4) Annual EAP teacher workshops for teaching students to write research articles for

iInternational publication
BFEARAIDTEY, ReBINESFERS BRI XA EE



4. Thoughts on strengthening EM research and
collaboration
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A shift paradigm from EGP to EGAP to ESAP
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- Effective EME needs teaching discipline-specific language skills

which require 1) ESAP and 2) a sustainable system for the
collaboration with subject teachers.

AN ERAFERPNERBEFRFEFEFHNESE D, XHEXK: 1)
TNFAMASERERF, H2) 5FEMIUNCEHEI—EUFENGERR.



