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Texts to be used as examples in this webinar

e PEP Primary English for Grade 4 students

@ Read and write

Read and answer. !Q

N[N

Hi, John!

How are you? I'm in Sydney
now. I't's great! I't's hot and sunny
here. The water is warm. I can
swim outside. Is it cool and windy
in Beijing? Can you fly your kite?

Love,
Dad
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e PEP Senior English Book 5 Unit 1 Reading and Thinking

Reading and Thirking

Understand the questioning mind

1 Discuss the following stages of scientific research in groups. What order
would you put them in?

analyse the results ask a question draw a conclusion collect data

find a problem find supporting evidence think of a method

) 2 Skim the passage to see if the order you decided in Activity 1 was correct.

JOHN SNOW DEFEATS “KING CHOLERA”

Cholera used to be one of the most feared diseases in the world, until a
British doctor, John Snow, showed how it could be overcome. This illness
causes severe diarrhoea, dehydration, and even death. In the early
19th century, when an outbreak of cholera hit Europe, millions of people
died from the disease. As a young doctor, John Snow became frustrated
because no one knew how to prevent or treat cholera. In time, he rose to
become a famous doctor, and even attended to Queen Victoria when she
gave birth. However, he never lost his desire to destroy cholera once and for all.

In general, doctors in those days had two contradictory theories to explain how
cholera spread. One theory was that bad air caused the disease. The other was that
cholera was caused by an infection from germs in food or water. Snow subscribed to
the second theory. It was correct, but he still needed proof. Consequently, when an
outbreak of cholera hit London in 1854, Snow began to investigate. He discovered that
in two particular streets the cholera outbreak was so severe that more than 500 people
died in ten days. He was determined to find out why.

Snow began by marking on a map the exact

were multiple deaths near the water pump in

S _BROADSTREET

H T
’\ = u . E LLﬂi]ﬂlLéLEli places where dll those who died had lived. There
IT
——— b

Broad Street (especially house numbers 16, 37,
38, and 40). However, some households (such as
20 and 21 Broad Street, and 8 and 9 Cambridge
Street) had had no deaths. These people
worked in the pub at 7 Cambridge Street. They
had been given free beer, and so had not drunk
the water from the pump. Snow suspected that

Part of Snow’s Cholera Map the water pump was to blame. What is more,
Note: —: 1 death PH: public house
30, 31, ...: numbers of houses

in another part of London, a woman and her
daughter had died of cholera after moving
away from Broad Street. It seemed that the woman liked the water from the pump so much
that she had it delivered to her house every day. As a result of this evidence, John Snow
was able to announce that the pump water carried cholera germs. Accordingly, he had
the handle of the pump removed so that it could not be used. Through this intervention, the
disease was stopped in its tracks.
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The truth was that the water from the Broad Street pump had been infected by waste.
Moreover, Snow was later able to show a link between other cases of cholera and
the different water companies in London. Some companies sold water from the River
Thames that was polluted by raw waste. The people who drank this water were much
more likely to get cholera than those who drank pure or boiled water.

Through Snow's tireless efforts, water companies began to sell clean water, and the
threat of cholera around the world saw a substantial decrease. However, cholera is still
a problem. Each year, millions of people around the world get cholera and many die
from it. Fortunately, we now know how to prevent cholera, thanks to the work of John
Snow. Moreover, in his use of maps and statistics, Snow transformed the way scientists
study diseases. For this reason, Snow is considered the father of modern epidemiology.

3 Read the passage again and complete the chart below.
A It was believed that ¢ Many deo’fhs'occurred near the D The pump
cholera was caused __ inBroadStreet. # water carried
by bad or
germs in . Some people
drunk the water from the ‘
* pump, and lived.
. Sngm tzs e A woman and her daughter e The
\F/)vho h’; 5 B # died in another part of London of the pump was
N affer 3 removed.
4 Match the following headers with the letters from the chart above. Write A-E
in the blanks.
1 conclusion 2 evidence 3 process 4 solution 5 theories
5 Write out the questions according to the answers.
. 2
1 Q:What d @Ask questions
A: Snow thought that cholera was caused by germs in food or water. One way to approach
. a reading passage is to
2 Q:Why ? ask Aquestions_about it.
A: Snow had the handle of the pump removed so that it could not Asking questions can
help you understand
be used. the content. It can also
3 Q:How 9 help you think more
deeply about the topic.
A: The cholera threat was defeated thanks to the work of John Snow.
6 In groups, discuss the following questions.

1 What was the most important tool Snow used to defeat cholera? What common medical
tools, e.g., a microscope, didn’t he use? Why?

2 How has John Snow’s work affected our daily lives?

UNIT 1 SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS 3

LA A S & 5 2% 22

www.teachingenglish.org.uk


http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/

@@ BRITISH China TeachingEnglish

@@ COUNCIL Online Conference 2025
References
1. Anderson, L. W. and Krathwohl, D. R, et al. (Eds.) (2001) A Taxonomy for Learning, Teaching, and

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

Assessing: A Revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives [M]. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Anthony, H. M., P. D. Pearson & T. E. Raphael. 1989. Reading comprehension: A selected review
(Technical Report No. 448) [R]. Champaign, IL: University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, The Center
for the Study of Reading.

Bloom, B.S. & Krathwohl, D. R. (1956). Taxonomy of Educational Objectives: The Classification of
Educational Goals, by a committee of college and university examiners. Handbook I: Cognitive Domain
[M]. NY, NY: Longman.

Bonwell, C. C. & J. A. Eison. 1991. Active Learning: Creating Excitement in the Classroom: ASHE-ERIC
Higher Education Report No.1 [R]. Washington DC: School of Education and Human Development,
George Washington University.

Fisher, D. & N. Frey. 2013. Better learning Through Structured Teaching: A Framework for the Gradual
Release of Responsibility (2nd edn.) [M]. Alexandria, VA: ASCD

Holec, H. 1981. Autonomy in Foreign Language Learning [M]. Oxford, New York: Pergamon Press.

Vygotsky, L. 1926/1997. Educational Psychology [M]. Tr. Silverman, R. Boca Raton, FL: St. Lucie Press.

TarZE, BB, EM. e, E UK. 2025, TEISE SR T TOE R EE: BT
22 MY WITATN . W ik

BTT. 2011 B PR ACE SRS WA BYERE S M) WHIHUMN . WK ikt
BRTT. 2015 JEE R B SE S IEF BRI 5 SEE (M), WU R o A

EIRT. 2024, (RHE2EAE F A E S DB R RS NI, TR E S S (). #e H
TR (AMEZE ., (1/2) @ 51-57.

BT, 2025, FB) I T GG B ACY: BNS S 52 M) WILETM . LR AR

EARTT . DR, 2025, Eah2E B R IOE R EEE TR CDUE ST AR D] RN EAMEE
(RS, (4) ¢ 8-13.

HUE . 2020, W m P O IRFERRE (2017 £EAR 2020 BT M. dbET: N IREE H Rt
HEEB. 2022, X 5HE UEERIEARME (2022 4FRRD [M]. A6 AL ETIMTE K27 AR A

FEAE., EENR. B E. DEEE. T2 2025, LEIE IR T TGE R HE: B
¥ M. VAT s WFVE K R A

MR, MEFETN. RMEAT. T4, JERRES. 2025, BT T I OEE IR EEhsE
[M]. WL« WL R 5 H Rt

BB, BT, TLEIEE . ATIRIE. S4F0. 2025, EEE IR T M SE R Y A AT
[M]. WL« WL R 5 H Rt

EERR. REGE. AR JRoaE. ST, 2025, FFEIIWE T TSE R ECE: | RN
[M]. WL« WL R 5 H Rt

www.teachingenglish.org.uk


http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/

