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ABS Association of Business Schools
AEA Advanced Extension Award

A-level Advanced level

AQA Assessment and Qualifications Alliance

ASIC Accreditation Service for International

Colleges
AS-level Advanced Supplementary level
BA Bachelor of Arts

BAC British Accreditation Council (for
independent further and higher education)

BALEAP British Association of Lecturers in
English for Academic Purposes

BBA Bachelor of Business Administration
BEd Bachelor of Education
BEng Bachelor of Engineering

BIS Department for Business, Innovation
and Skills

BMus Bachelor of Music
BSc Bachelor of Science

BTEC Business and Technology Education
Council (part of Edexcel)

CACHE Council for Awards in Children’s
Care and Education

CELS Certificate in English Language Skills
ChB Bachelor of Surgery

CIFE Council for Independent Further
Education

CPE Certificate of Proficiency in English

DENI Department of Education, Northern
Ireland

DFID Department for International
Development

DipHE Diploma of Higher Education
DPhil Doctor of Philosophy
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EAP English for Academic Purposes

EAQUALS European Association for Quality
Language Services

EEA European Economic Area
EFL English as a Foreign Language
ESL English as a Second Language

ESOL English for Speakers of Other
Languages

ESP English for Specific Purposes
EU European Union

FD Foundation Degree

FE Further Education

FHEQ Framework for Higher Education
Qualifications

GAP Graduate Admissions Programme

GMAC Graduate Management Admission
Council

GMAT Graduate Management Admission
Test

GTTR Graduate Teacher Training Registry
HE Higher education

HEFCE Higher Education Funding Council
for England

HEFCW Higher Education Funding Council
for Wales

HERO Higher Education and Research
Opportunities in the UK

HMIE Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Education (Scotland)

HNC Higher National Certificate
HND Higher National Diploma
IB International Baccalaureate

ICT Information and Communications
Technology



IELTS International English Language
Testing System

IELTS for UKVI IELTS tests for UK Visas
and Immigration

IFY International Foundation Year
ISC Independent Schools Council

ISCias Independent Schools Council
information & advice service

ISl Independent Schools Inspectorate
ISP International Study Programme
LLB Bachelor of Laws

LLM Master of Laws

MA Master of Arts (UG or PG level)
MBA Master of Business Administration
MEd Master of Education (PG level)
MPhil Master of Philosophy (PG level)
MRes Master of Research (PG level)
MSc Master of Science (PG level)

UK NARIC National Academic Recognition
Information Centre for the UK

NUS National Union of Students

ORSAS Overseas Research Students
Awards Scheme

PG Postgraduate
PG Cert Postgraduate Certificate

PGCE Postgraduate Certificate in
Education

PG Dip Postgraduate Diploma
PhD Doctor of Philosophy

PTE Academic The Pearson Test of English
Academic

QAA Quality Assurance Agency for Higher
Education

RAE Research Assessment Exercise
RCUK Research Councils UK

SFC Scottish Further and Higher Education
Funding Council

SQA Scottish Qualifications Authority

SVQ Scottish Vocational Qualification

TDA Training and Development Agency for
Schools

TEFL Teaching English as a Foreign
Language

TESOL Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages

TOEFL Test of English as a Foreign
Language

TOEIC Test of English for International
Communication

UCAS Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service

UG Undergraduate

UKCISA UK Council for International
Student Affairs
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