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Profession sustains life; Vocation shapes the soul.
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T When Spring Equinox Meets Dragon Head Raising Festival R
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On March 20, 2026, China witnesses a rare blend of celestial timing and
cultural tradition. The traditional Dragon Head Raising Festival coincides
with the Spring Equinox - a special alignment that occurs about once every
19 vears. The next alignment will occur 1n 2045,

The convergence of these two events carries double meaning. The festival
stands for rain, vitality and the start of spring farming. The equinox
represents balance, harmony and natural growth. Together, they show the
deep link between Chinese culture and nature, and express people's
common hope for good weather and fruitful years.
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Families in the textbooks

What does 7amily mean to YOU?
What is YOUR family like? What do YOU like about your family?
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Hi, I'm Lily from Ireland. | love my big family. Here's a photo of us. I'm the
one with the pink hat. ' A

Thisis my dad, Fred, on the left. He's very handsome. He often plays tennis
with me. My little brother, Sam, is on his knee. Sam is seven, and he really
likes chess. My mum, Jane, is on the right. She’s beautiful and kind. She
always reads me a story at night. My grandparents, Jack and Sarah, are in
the middle. They're my dad's parents. They have a dog. His name is Oscar.

My grandparents have three grandchildren: Sam, my cousin Lucy, and me.
They often say I'm their favourite grandchild, but | think they say the same
thing to all of us!

My name is Kangkang. My mother is a teacher, and my father is a

doctor, They are very busy most of the time. But after work, we do

many things together.

My grandparents don’t live with us. We often visit them on weekends
and have dinner together. We all do something for dinner. My parents
cook the food. My sister helps our grandparents set the table and I clean

up with my father after dinner.

[ love my family, and I enjoy my family time.
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Make your own family tree
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A house is made with walls and beams: a home is built with love and dreames.
— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Everyone comes from a family. What are
some of your important family moments?
How do you communicate with your family?
How do your family members support each
other? Let's explore the meaning of family.

Look at the three pictures on the right and answer
the questions. Use the words to help you.
1 Which picture reminds you of your father?
2 How can you describe your father and his love
for you?

home |  care/| | love

quietly

silent | | heart




Read the film review. What is the father’s love like according to the writer?

1 Along a mountain road, a handsome young man walks fast. An
older man with a strict face follows him. This is from my favourite
film, Postmen in the Mountains. It’s a touching story about the love
between father and son.

2 For years, the father served as the postman for this area. He was
often absent from home and the son seldom saw him. But now the
son is taking over his father’s position. The father goes with him
on his first day of work. Along the way, they start to see into each
other’s hearts.

3 For the first time, the son

carries his father across a
cold river. It brings back the
father’s memory of carrying
the son on his back. Tears
quietly run down his face.

4 This film shows a traditional -~ == : -

Chinese father. He is happy

about his son’s growth. But

he just hides his care in his heart. He doesn’t give hugs or kisses
to his son. His love may be silent. But like a mountain, it is
always there.
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Question

In this unit, you will

1. talk about clubs at school.

2. talk about abilities using can.

3. find out what people do in different clubs.
4. discover your interests and talents.

AR §

Why do we join
school clubs?

Look and share

1. What are the students in the photo
doing?

2. What club do you think they are in?

3. Do you want to join this club?

> Fun Clubs Q




How

AYAA

do you choose a school club?

When we lose our WHY,
we'll lose our WAY.

HE - X B

interests and talents
self-reflection

What are your interests and talents?
(What you CAN do)
What else do you want to learn?

(What you CAN’T do)

Whatjcan you learn in a school club?
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Learning About Other Students’

I'm a new senior
secondary school
student. My new school
life is very

| feel excited because this
school

What is also very
different is that
students in the same
class

In the next three years,
| hope | will

4

Personal Feelings
exciting, interesting, stressful, boring,
challenging

differs in many ways from my previous one,
is much bigger and more dynamic than |
expected

has a big playground / a friendly head teacher /
a beautiful campus / an excellent student
centre / a big library

Forms of Learmning

(can / can't) have different class schedules /
choices for different clubs, (do not) have
fixed classrooms, do group projects, have
group discussions, share ideas or check
work together

Expectations
learn many new things

develop confidence in speaking English /
competence in a variety of new skills

have a happier, more fruitful and satisfying life
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leadership

art
biology

Chinese
computer science
English
geography
history

maths

music
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What
When
Where
Who
How

What

When
Where
Who
How




€) Use the Text Builder to talk about your new school life.

Example /'m a new senior secondary school student. My new school life is very
exciting and it differs in many ways|from my previous one ..

]0 Listen to the dialogue. Three people are interviewed about their[ lives| Complete the
notes below. Then, take turns to talk about their life choices.

Job Eﬂ\ ﬁ'ﬁ \ ttﬁ BE=
OIS . % - 1

Positives about the job

. X B4
Negatives about the job g]ﬁ (QE%B, 2022:5)

&) Use the language you have learnt to write a short paragraph about your new school
life. Then share it in groups.



Grammar Focus  Fi1gaK, Gah. 816G, 85
€D Lookat the verbs in bold. Do they change form? BiEAW. A1EER. BIEER, ﬁlﬁ i

Can you play ping-pong? Yes, | can./No, | can't.
Can he play the violin? Yes, he can./ No, he can't.
Can they play chess? Yes, they can./ No, they can't.

| can run fast, but | can’t swim.

@ Match the two parts to make sentences. Then make more sentences with can.

1. A fish A. can speak.
2. A duck B. can fly.
3. Aparrot  C.can swim.

.Ad ! fast. — -
:.:c:tg D canrlfn ast Eﬂ%ﬁ{]mmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

E. can climb trees.
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Talking about abilities using

~

SISFEEA1-48 TEE M R0
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| can spell “geography” correctly.

| can climb to the top of ...

| can do housework for grand-grandma
during the Spring Festival.

| can draw a horse with my left hand!

HAN=ERIBHEID, EBRUREBRFAARSE. BABCH.



School life in the textbooks

A schoolis a place where the mostimportant thing is not so much
the knowledge as the value of pursuing knowledge. — John Dewey
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Creating and running successful online groups for teacher development
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Creating and running
successful online
groups for teacher
development

Dr Gary Motteram

Contents

1. Introduction

2. Starting a group: Doing your homework
3. Choosing technologies

4. Establishing your group

5. Running your group

6. References
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Happiness is a snip away

=R 29110554
HFAHE  #E, BB, FESIE

ERFER 135 EEPFERAA

AHEES W X—E/iRiH, 5I1S2EMTCNoERSERNUAERES, HEEXEIR

FHESFRARN. REROENFEFERERE, FEMBERIEARRRIRBIXRERH i .
73z, HERTERLEIRM AR RAR S AMREK", AT REA T AMSSEIE. ." £

- i .>
w
e



BRITISH
COUNCIL

$SERM= | TeachingEnglish

Menu

Home > Teaching adults > Lesson plans
> Pre-intermediate A2

Happiness is a snip away

This lesson is based on the theme of jobs. Learners will
expand their vocabulary, focusing primarily on jobs, anc
improve their reading and speaking skills.
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Profession sustains life; Vocation shapes the soul.

We ARE English teachers,
but we do not teach English language itself.
We lead;
We empower;
We touch lives forever.

Thank you!




